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The Cold War Period

s the Soviet Union took control of Eastern Europe, “liberated”

by the Red Army, the friendly attitude of the American people
toward the Soviet Union during World War Il became more and
more difficult to maintain. As an actual war between the United
States and the Soviet Union was unthinkable because of atomic
weapons, an atmosphere of relatively nonviolent contlict developed
that came to be called the cold war. The period of friendship pre-
ceding the cold war had been used to good advantage by the Soviet
Intelligence Service.

The tip-off that the Soviet line had changed, and the cold war
begun, came when new orders were given to the American Com-
munists in April 1945. Just as Stalin had supposedly dissolved the
Comintern in the interests of unity against fascism, the Communist
Party USA had dissolved itself at a convention in May 1944, and
reappeared as the Communist Political Association. The new CPA,
like its predecessor, the Communist Party, was led by Earl Browder,
who no longer used the foreign-sounding title “general secretary,”
but now had the American title, “president.” Stalin was collaborating
with the American and British capitalists to defeat Hitler, while Earl
Browder announced a “camp of national unity” whereby the Amer-
ican Communists could cooperate with the capitalists for “orderly
progress in the post-war.”

The April 1945 issue of the French Communist Party theoretical
organ, Cahiers du Communisme, carried an article by Jacques Du-
clos criticizing the line of the American Communists. Duclos had
been a member of the Executive Committee of the now supposedly
nonexistent Comintern. He spoke for Moscow. The article sent shock
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waves through the leadership of the American Communist Party.
Browder was ousted from the leadership and soon expelled from
the party. In July 1945 the CPA held a convention and changed its
name back to Communist Party USA.?

Browder later explained that he allowed himself to be pushed out
of the party leadership because if he had fought back:

1t would have involved the whole international leadership of Com-
munism, with whose knowledge, consent, and support [ had devel-
oped all my policies until 1945. . . . 1 believed (mistakenly, as it
turned out) that, by permitting myself to be removed from the scene.
I would hasten the reconsolidation of the American Communist Party
on a sound basis, with a new leadership, if necessary by means of
help from the international movement.

He went on to say in an odd third-person style:

During the 15 years of the Browder leadership in the CP USA, all
major policies put into effect had the previous knowledge, consent,
and active support of the decisive international Communist leader-
ship, which thereby fully shared responsibility for those policies,
including those of 1944, later challenged. When that support was
declared withdrawn, through the Duclos article and the absence of
any other intervention, Browder was removed from leadership.”

During this period Soviet intelligence officers were also receiving
new instructions.

Yuri Rastvorov was an MVD* intelligence officer until his detection
in Tokyo in 1954. His cover was second secretary in the Soviet
mission.? In congressional testimony he identified Anatole Gromov
as the MVD rezident in the United States for the first year after the
war. Gromov, who replaced Zubilin, then returned to Moscow to
become chief of the American section at MVD headquarters.

Rastvorov had gone to Japan in January 1946 after a briefing from
MVD lieutenant general Fitin, who told him that he needed to
concentrate on the recruitment of Americans and British. Fitin said,
“with collapse of Hitlerite Germany, our principal enemies remain
the United States and Great Britain. This is the direction of the
main Soviet effort, and within it the principal place is assigned to
the Soviet Intelligence Service operations.”
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The Communist Information Bureau, or Cominform, was estab-
lished at a meeting in Poland in September 1947. Soviet Politburo
member, Andrei Zhdanov, spelled out the Soviet concept of the
cold war. He explained that the world was divided into two camps,
and the “principal driving force of the imperialist camp is the U.S.A.
Allied with it are Great Britain and France.” He claimed that “the
anti-imperialists and anti-fascist forces comprise the second camp.
This camp is based on the U.S5.S.R. and the new democracies.”
The “new democracies” were the countries forcibly incorporated
into the Soviet bloc and were not democracies at all.

Gerhart Eisler

The changed atmosphere led the American government to begin
taking action against the Soviet apparatus functioning in the United
States. Louis Budenz had been the editor of the Daily Worker, the
Communist Party’s newspaper. He left the party in 1945 to rejoin
the Catholic church. On November 22, 1946, Budenz testitied before
Congress. He revealed that in 1942, Eugene Dennis, who directed
the activities of the Daily Worker as a representative of the Com-
munist Party leadership, had advised him that in Dennis’s absence
Budenz would get instructions from Hans Berger. Dennis told Bud-
enz that Berger's real name was Gerhart Eisler and that he was
“equivalent to a representative of the Communist International.”
Dennis said that Eisler had previously functioned “in China, Spain,
and here in America.” Eisler wrote articles for the Communist Party
theoretical organ, The Communist, that provided direction to the
American Communists. These articles were signed Hans Berger and
were written in collaboration with Joseph Starobin.® Starobin will
be remembered as the author of an article threatening the life of
Soviet defector, Victor Kravchenko.

Eisler had entered the United States on June 14, 1941, with a
woman he identified as his fiancée, Brunhilda Rotstein. He was
interviewed by the Immigration and Naturalization Service at Ellis
Island and denied that he had ever been a member ot any communist
organization or was sympathetic to the communist cause. He claimed
he intended to transit the United States on his way to Mexico and
would remain in the U.S. for only eight days. Eisler admitted that
he had “no legal right to stay in the U.S.” He claimed that he was
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going to Mexico to stay with a friend, Otto Katz. This was, of course,
the Otto Katz of the Muenzenberg apparatus. Eisler revealed that
he had received money for travel and expenses from the “Spanish
Refugee Aid Society.” This was a name used by the Joint Anti-Fascist
Refugee Committee, the Communist front that boasted of providing
the money to send Tito into Yugoslavia. The immigration authorities
released him but ordered that Eisler leave the country within sixty
days. He failed to do so.®
The FBI reported on October 16, 1946:

Almost immediately after his release by the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service in 1941, Gerhart Eisler became active in the Amer-
scan Communist movement and in recent years he has been a figure
of considerable importance in connection with the policies and op-
erations of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Itis of particular significance
to note that through the investigation of Gerhart Eisler, it has been
ascertained that he is identical with an individual previously known
as “Edwards” who, from approximately 1933 until approximately 1838,
was the representative of the Communist {nternational to the Com-
munist Party, U.S.A., by virtue of which position he was responsible
for and instrumental in the determination of American Communist
policy and the control and the direction of American Communist
operations. During the period he served in the capacity of Comitern
[sic] representative in the United States under the name “Edwards”
he was recognized by Party leaders as a figure of primary importance
and also unlimited authority. A number of individuals who knew
“fdwards” have definitely identified Gerhart Eisler as “Edwards.”
In addition, persons who have been acquainted with Eisler for a
number of years have reported that he has served as a Comintern
representative and a Soviet agent in other parts of the world also.

The FBI also reported:

For the past several years Eisler has made regular daily visits to the
offices of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Cominittee, a well-known
Communist front organization in New York City, and it is indicated
that Eisler may have heen regularly employed by this organization,
although he has frequently described himself as unemployed. Con-
tacts with Eisler have been made by numerous individuals, including
important Communist Party functionaries, through officials of the
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, and on many occasions at the
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offices of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. In this connec-
tion, it appears that Eisler has been extremely careful about any visits
to Communist Party headquarters. Through the investigation of Eis-
ler, the possibility was developed that Eisler is identical with one
Julius Eisman who is known to have been receiving for a considerable
period of time, regular monthly checks from the Joint Anti-Fascist
Refugee Committee in New York City, in the amount of $150. Sub-
sequent investigation has identified Julius Eisman as Gerhart Eis-
ler. . . . All of these checks which were from the funds of the Joint
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and were made payable to Julius
Eisman were endorsed by Gerhart Eisler.?

.ﬂwm FBI was keeping a careful watch on Eisler. He did not like
this. On October 29, 1946, his attorney, Carol King, wrote a com-
plaint to the FBL

When Mr. Eisler came to my office to retain me, three agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation were stationed in the hall during the
entire interview. When he came to my home for a conference, three
agents of your Bureau stood outside my house during the entire time
and an automobile containing an uncertain number of further agents
was parked across the street, shortly after my interview with my client
began. He informs me that about eight agents are co:zb:&?.éﬁor-
ing him and making a normal private life impossible. 1 will take upon
myself, .@chﬁw_ responsibility to guarantee that Mr. Eisler will ap-
pear before any agency of the government seeking his presence.

I trust that this constant surveillance may be brought to a prompt
termination. !

On February 6, 1947, Eisler appeared at a congressional hearing.
During that hearing it was revealed that while he was in the United
States during the 1930s, he traveled on a passport in the name of
Samuel Liptzen. The real Liptzen was a Communist Party func-
tionary, but the photograph on the passport application, printed in
the hearing record, was that of Eisler. Also printed in the record
was a photostat of a letter, dated June 17, 1935, to a Mr. Zolotarev
a Soviet official with Intourist in Paris. The letter was signed Ew
J. N. Golos, manager of World Tourists, Inc. The U.S. government
had found the letter during its investigation of World Tourists. Golos,
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as discussed in chapter 7, was the head of the spy ring exposed by
Elizabeth Bentley.
The letter read:

Dear Mr. Zolotarev:

This will introduce to you, Mr. Samuel Liptzen, a good friend of
mine, who will ask you to arrange a trip for him to the Soviet Union
via the Soviet steamer from Dunkirk, France, to Leningrad.

Will you kindly use your influence to secure the best accommo-
dations for him and give him your best attention.

With personal best wishes, I remain,

Very truly yours,
WORLD TOURISTS,
INC.

J. N. Golos, Manager"

The same day Eisler testified, Ruth Fischer appeared before the
committee. She was a former member of the Executive Committee
of the Communist International and had been a top official of the
German Communist Party. She had been expelled from both in
1926 because of her opposition to Stalin. Ruth Fischer revealed that
her true name was Elfriede Eisler and that she was the sister of
Gerhart Eisler. In explaining to the committee “why, L. a sister by
blood, and having been very near to my brother in our childhood,
why T am forced to testify before a House Committee of the United
States against my own brother,” she testitied:

[ consider Eisler the perfect terrorist type, most dangerous for the
people of both America and Germany. The fact that this man is my
brother has only given me a deeper insight in the technique of Stalin’s
NKVD and the terror system it imposes on the peoples of Europe.
In a totalitarian party, all human relations are deteriorated; a man
who serves Stalin is conditioned to hand over to the GPU, his child,
his sister, his closest friend. Since I learned that Eisler was in this
country I have been exposing him. He has used the sympathy of the
American people for the suffering and tortured victims of Nazism, to
mask his dirty work. I consider him particularly dangerous for the
German workers, whom he now pretends to love so much. For years
he relentlessly demanded the purge of the German people. That is,
decided the slaughter and enslavement of millions on the arbitrary
decision of the GPU. In the inner circles of the Comintern, it is well
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known that Eisler has denounced to the GPU many [anti-] Nazi
refugees living in Moscow. He is particularly n@wmcsumz.@ for the death
of the German Communist Hugo Eberlein, the leader of Eisler’s own
caucus, and of Nikolai Bukharin, the great Russian theorist, his one-
time friend and protector. Eisler’s presence in Germany will help to
build up another Nazi system which will differ from the old one only
by the fact that the Fuehrer’s name will be Stalin.™

Although he refused to answer the questions of the committee,
Eisler made public statements denying the charges against him. On
December 11, 1946, he made a speech at the Fraternal Clubhouse
in New York City. It was a clever and amusing speech, but Eisler
avoided discussing any of the real issues. Referring to his address
in Queens, he said:

Apparently, the FBI made a big mistake during the war. They should
not have watched “the house on 92nd Street,” but the house on 47th
Street in Queens. Hollywood should remake the picture. T know
everything is big in your country, apparently also the stupidity of
your agent-provocateurs and of people who believe them. Idiots’
delights do not know any limitations.

After his speech an Eisler Defense Committee was announced.
One of the first joiners was Max Bedacht, * who fifteen years earlier
had recruited Whittaker Chambers for Soviet espionage.

Protests against the investigation of Eisler were organized by the
Communist Party and its fronts. Albert Kahn, who had been iden-
tified to the FBI as a member of the Golos spy ring, sent a message
to the congressional committee, saying, “As an American and a Jew
1 feel a profound debt to Gerhart Eisler for his heroic, self-sacrificing
struggle against fascism, and 1 cannot witness in silence your in-
describably shameful persecution of this outstanding German anti-
fascist.” Kahn described himself as “co-author of the best selling
books, Sabotage, The Plot Against the Peace, and The Great
Conspiracy . :

The Civil Rights Congress, a communist front, published the state-
ment that Eisler claimed he would have made before the committee
had he not refused to testify.’® The organization also published a

petition to raise funds for Eisler and to protest the investigation.
The petition said:
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TARGET FOR TODAY . . . GERHART EISLER

The red scare hysteria fomented by the Un-American
Activities Committee sets the stage for an all-out
attack on organized labor, the educational m%mﬁ.&b
and the entire progressive movement in America.

TARGET FOR TOMORROW . . . MAY BE YOU

PROTECT PROGRESSIVE THOUGHT . )
ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

DEFEND GERHART EISLER

LEASE ! RT EISLER
GIVE TO WIN THE RELEASE OF GERHA
TO HELP ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES
COMMITTEE

Fisler was convicted of contempt of Congress in 1948, and faced
alse passport charges. ,
m&ww%bmw Eisler’s mmwarmw protests, the FBI oo:asc@@ to ,‘zwﬁow KWEM
However, he outwitted them. On May 13, 1949, while free on mw
furnished by the Civil Rights Congress, Eisler was smuggled aboar
the Polish ship, Batory, and succeeded in getting to East .O@EE:Q
where he became an important functionary.'” As @wﬁ of the suc-
cessful deception of FBI surveillance, Eisler had written an wﬂﬁc.ww
under his own name in the May 8, 1949, issue .cm the ﬂoEBE:ﬁ
Party newspaper the Daily Worker, leaving the impression that he
intended to continue his work in the United States.

Defectors and Others

As FBI surveillance of suspected Soviet intelligence omfwomw,m in-
creased, more Americans working for Soviet intelligence were iden-
tified. One of these identifications was a shocker. FBI mmoﬁm observed
a clandestine meeting on March 4, 1949, between ?@:& Coplon,
an employee of the United States Department of Justice. w:& <m._-
entine A. Gubitchev, a Soviet citizen employed by @:w, United Na-
tions. They were arrested and searched. Coplon had in her purse
mcagwﬁmm of confidential FBI reports on Soviet espionage.
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Coplon claimed that the pair were lovers. She said she was only
trying to help her boyfriend, and her actions were not prompted by
her own left-wing background. The pair were convicted of espionage
and sentenced to fifteen years in prison. Gubitchev had his sentence
suspended as part of an agreement that he would leave the United
States and never return. Coplon’s conviction was overturned on
technical grounds. She was freed and never retried.'®

When Gubitchev was arrested he had in his possession the address
of Dr. Robert Soblen.! It is not known how the Soble spy ring was
related to that of which Gubitchev was a part.

During the postwar period the Soviets encountered great diffi-
culties in using the members of local communist parties for espio-
nage. The U.S. government investigations, as well as the declining
membership of the American Communist Party, severely hampered
the Soviets because few American communists now had access to
classified materials. In 1952 instructions were issued from Moscow
to the Soviet and bloc intelligence services advising them not to use
members of the local communist parties. The intelligence services
could use locals only when it was safe and necessary, and with special
permission of the Moscow Centre. This was reported by Wladyslaw
Tykocinski, a top-level intelligence officer who was head of the Polish
Military Mission in Berlin when he defected on May 16, 1965, and
asked for political asylum in the United States.”

In 1959, Pawel Monat, who had served as Polish military attaché
in Washington from 1955 to 1958, defected and asked for political
asylum in the United States. He was a high-ranking Polish military
intelligence officer. Monat was asked whether the Polish Intelligence
Service used members of the American Communist Party as agents.
He answered that generally they did not, but

in a particular instance, if Polish intelligence knew of a CP member
who would make a good agent, worth the risk involved, efforts would
probably be made to recruit him-—but only after the Warsaw au-
thorities had cleared their intention with the appropriate authorities
in Moscow. This would not be done though just in order to use a
person at the level of a mere informant.

Monat suggested that among the problems inherent in using CP
members were that it could compromise the party, in addition there
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was concern that many CP members were really working for the
FBI, and that others were already being used by the Soviets and
there, “might be a danger of compromising a Russian operation.”*

Frantisek Tisler was the chief of Czechoslovakia Military Intelli-
gence in the United States when he defected in July 1959. He served
in the United States from August 1955 until his defection. He iden-
tified Antonin Krchmarek as an official of the Communist Party USA
who worked very closely with the Czech embassy. According to
Tisler, Krchmarek was provided with money by the Czech govern-
ment to defend himself during his 1955-1956 trial for violation of
the Smith Act. The funds were provided through intermediaries. In
1956 the Czech ambassador had requested Prague’s permission to
pay Krchmarek three thousand dollars to cover living expenses and
activities.

In August 1958 the ambassador reported to the International Sec-
tion of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czech-
oslovakia that Krchmarek had been made a member of the Executive
Committee of the CPUSA. That same month the ambassador had
met with Krchmarek in New York, but during an earlier period the
contact had been maintained through an intermediary, as the Soviets
had advised the Czechs to be careful in their contacts with the
members of the CPUSA. Also in 1958 the Czech ambassador sub-
mitted a report to Prague on the American elections that had been
prepared with the help of Krchmarek.

These defectors had been from the military intelligence services
of Poland and Czechoslovakia. Their interest was collecting military
and technological information. Political intelligence was the job of
the bloc versions of the KGB. .

In 1969 a high-ranking defector appeared from the Czechoslovak
Intelligence Service. He was Frantisek August. He described how
in 1964, Czech intelligence was ordered by Moscow to use members
of the Communist Party of Iraq as agents. The Czechs arranged for
a member of the Iragi Communist Party to be sent to England to
serve as a secretary to the philosopher, Bertrand Russell. The Iragi’s
control officer in London was Jan Koska of Czech Intelligence. Au-
gust revealed:

Every Communist Party has within its organizational structure a com-
mittee of party control that is concerned, among other things, with
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preventing the penetration of police agents into the party. It is spe-
cifically these committees, or rather small groups within these com-
mittees, whose members are recruited by KGB agents and who then
operate, under the guise of the committee, almost entirely in behalf
of the KGB, in the interest of the Soviet Union.

In the American Communist Party this committee has been called
the Control Commission and the Cadre and Review Commission.
In 1946, David Carpenter, who had served the Hiss-Chambers ring,
and Charles Krumbein, of the 1930s spy ring in China, were on the
commission.®

August also revealed that when he was stationed in Beirut from
1966 to 1969, he ran an agent in the American embassy. This man
was a local Lebanese employee who did not have access to classified
information. However, he was able to supply copies of an unclassified
internal embassy publication. This revealed that a particular Amer-
ican was coming to live in Beirut. The Czechs had identified this
individual as a CIA officer as a result of his attempting to recruit
someone during an assignment in another country, and they organ-
ized a surveillance of him. This CIA officer was under deep cover
and the surveillance allowed the Czechs to identify some of his
contacts. August was asked if the Czechs had been able to neutralize
this CIA man. He answered, “No, 1 would say not. As a professional,
I had a high regard for him. He behaved very well professionally.
He was a good officer who knew how to control himself. And it was
a hard job for us just to run the surveillance on him.”2

In 1958, when the Israeli authorities arrested a ring of thirteen
persons who were spying for the Syrian Intelligence Service, which
was closely connected to Soviet intelligence, at least three of the
spies were Arab members of the Israeli Communist Party. One was
secretary of a Communist Party branch.®

Local communists and sympathizers continue to be used for in-
fluence operations, or “active measures.” In 1959, Aleksandr Kas-
nacheyev, a Soviet intelligence officer in Burma, defected to the
United States. He described his work using the press in Burma and
neighboring countries to place forgeries and disinformation stories.
Kasnacheyev testified to a congressional committee:

One of my assignments with the Intelligence Service was the work
with usage of Burmese press for Communist aims. Soviet Intelligence






